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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (21 7) 581-5981 - Home: (21 7) 348-7 553 
87-65 November 3, 1987 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
EIU STUDENTS TO VOTE NOV. 10 ON REC BOARD REFERENDUM 
CHARLESTON, IL--Construction of a new $7 million recreation 
facility for Eastern Illinois University students could begin 
as early as July 1988 if students approve a November 10 referendum. 
EIU students will be asked next Tuesday to approve a fee 
increase of $75 for Spring 1989 semester to finance the construe-
tion of the recreational building and its operation. 
"The vast majority of student government leaders support 
this project 110 per cent," said Deb Camren, Mt. Zion junior, 
current student body president. 
"The entire process went rather quickly and well considering 
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,,,_---,·.J the red tape we faced to be able to put on the ballot this fall 
~f7.UJ.II 
t!:~~;'~ a fee increase referendum. 
"If it does pass, the project should be completed in a total 
time of two and one-half to three years. That's incredible and 
shows the terrific cooperation of all parties," Ms. Cameron said. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1/ EIU STUDENTS TO VOTE NOV. 10 
Interest in such a facility first surfaced last spring, accord-
ing to Dr. Glenn Williams, EIU vice president for student affairs. 
In April the student body voiced strong support for additional 
recreational facilities in a general referendum. 
An 11-member feasability committee composed of students and 
faculty members, and administrators was then appointed by EIU 
President Stan Rives with Mike Madigan, then student body president, 
as chair. The committee's recommendations were sent July 15 to 
President Rives. 
A summer-long study of such facilities on other campuses 
and interviews with prospective architects were completed in late 
August. 
"The facility has been needed for years. It's anticipated 
that the building will be open up to 18 hours daily," Dr. Williams 
said. 
The Board of Governors at its September meeting approved 
the project and selection of Rettberg-Gruber, an architectural 
firm from Champaign. Preliminary building drawings include such 
facilities as basketball and handball courts, weight rooms, and 
multi-purpose rooms. 
"Financing of the project will be approved finally by the 
Board of Governors. The Illinois Board of Higher Education must 
also approve the building as a non-instructional capitol project. 
It will be considered at its next meeting," according to Dr. Verna 
Armstrong, vice president for administration and finance. 
-more-
... ·ADD· 2/2/2/2 EIU S~ JENTS TO VOTE NOV. 10 
"We have been looking at funding options since June. Based 
on our study, the University will be seeking BOG approval to issue 
revenue bonds. In today's market the recreation center and its 
operations will need to be supported by a $75 per semester fee. 
If bonds for the project are sold at a more favorable rate, the 
studen't fee will be adjusted downward," Dr. Armstrong said. 
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